
After asking fop Mr. Haas I was ushered into the office of Kelt on, 
u who explained that Mr. Haas was out. When I professed surprise 

* because Wirt Willis had told me oL a 3 o’clock -appointment with 

Haas Kelton mumbled something about Mr. Willis having called 
Hht*' *?***■ Mr. Haas by phone^. Later’ during the interview a man stuck his 
; • j head in the little pr.ivate office we were using and said Mr. 

\ Haas was in his -office. On returning Kelton said he had Just been 

introduced to Mr. Will is £ who has been an officer of two. of 
the companies since the last war/3 




Mr. Kelton was quite concerned and seemed a bit jittery. He 
repeatedly pointed out that the best way to fight Hitler was 
to not say anything about the connections with Hitler or corpora- 
tions under or behind him of such American firms as Rohm and Ha#^ 
working on National Defense orders, because that would start 
"Talk” and ’’rumors He, said Mr. Kelton, had for a longtime 
favored an immediate declaration of war against Hitler by th£ 

U.S., and had believed this to be our best course -from the ■ 
time, of the declaration of war by the British and French. Mr. 
Kelton also dealt at some length -on thepa ter nails tic practices 
of the company, some of which sounded as though they were of 
great benefit to the employees, such as job security, pensions, 
etc. He also spoke of Mr. Haas 1 personal philanthropies, espec- 
ially toward Jewish refugees, with the request I say nothing about 
them. He produced several letters showing that he had declined 
to ship- 18 gallons of something or other having to do with 
gasoline to the Siamese and la ter turned down an order for 5oo : 
gallons of the same stuff ■ from the Japanese. -Some of. the cor res - 
pond® nee, all of recent date, showed that he hadwritten the State 
Department in a way -calculated to get the State Dept-, to refuse , 
permiss ion for the deal^ 



Mr. Kelton was properly bitter about the conduct of some American 
corporations, such as Standard Oil, which had shipped such large 
quantities of fuel to the Japnese, ete. He also gav4 me several 
’’tips" alonQ this line: That there had been no d&st ruction of 
oil wells by their owners at the time of Hitler 1 s invasion of 
Rumania, hut that the earthquake had done considerable damage. 
After the invasion Standard OilsQiiJi hack to Rumania one of its- 
more important employees , who happened to be in this .country 
on a leave of absence. Kelton had sent word to the State Dept, 
with the $ope they would refuse permission to this Esso man to 
return, : .but had gotten the • report the State Department could 
do nothing about it. The man returned and took over , the recon- 
struction of the operations. The reason given f or this cooper- 
ation with Hitler by the SO people, he said, was (their man could 
operate the wells at a slower rate that\ a Nazi would, and hence 
Hitler would be slowed down. Mr. Kelton allowed :as hov^ the Nazis 
would take nov&tuf f from even a Standard Oil/, man-* 

tP' 



* • ■* 


In connection Mr. Kelt on digressed to observe that the 

British. sometimes carried their fine spirit of sportsmanship 
a bit too far. He didn’t think they, should continue to pay 
royalties to Nazi owners of patentspnder which they operate. 

This they were doing and had since the outbreak of the w&TjJLx 

About the duPont company’ Mr. Kelton had nothing not nice to say. 
Their was' no difference between Lucite and Plexiglas ( of ¥?hich 
he gave and showed- me mmy nice samples }X- expept, . perhaps , '■ 
a littl® twist, or a greater skill with 'its -use in such- operations 
as molding. Because of an, aid patent Infringement case which 
Mr. - Kelton assumed I knew all about he said that In • ordtf r±- 
to keep long drawn out litigation from prevent both duPont and 
R&H fromahufacturing they had a»s an. arrangement which was- • : ■■ 

working very nicely. MH has « lot of government ^National 
Defense” and British business, but they are keeping ,up with It. 

> 

Plexiglas used in airplanes -weighs ¥3 as much as plate glass 
would, one of the reasons for its use. Plexiglas is made in 
Germany but Mr.. K^ . said' he didn’t know by whom. He ’’assumed” 
German planes were so- equipt. 


Asked if .R&H or any of its affiliates or subsidiaries had any 
direct oijindirect connection with German corporations or 
Concerns L of any sort, such as IG; R&H A.G.’^Chem. Fab. K.A.. ,A.G. 
Th. Goldschmidt, Mr. Kelton replied, "None '‘at all.” 


This was really the beginning of the Interview, ■ after we spent 
some time in mutual admiration of Plexiglas ( in&endeM bjr me 
to quiet him down; he seemed to be shivering when I first got 
there). Then with expressed reluctance as s,oon as I put pencil 
to paper, ’ K. told me some ; of the earlier history of R&H, . . 
substantially what I knew, expect that he placed the date of' 
organization at 1908^pa.ther than 1907. Mr. Haas was in this 
eohntrybef ore this, he said, when his old friend, Dr. Rohm, 
wrote and told him of his wonderful new invention, synthetic 


dog manure, and Haas returned to Germany , . talked to, R,., came 
back and set up R&H in the US, a partnership. Mr. Hat the time 
he got the letter was working for another concern, which K didn’t 
name. This seemed some-fehat in disagreement with, another state- 
ment by K, that R&H had been set up in Germany by these old 
friends, also as a partnership. Prior to the war the operating 

ran Ger. R&H and H ran US R&H, splitting 
Right afterjthe outbreak of .the war - • • 

all of the stock being issued in the name 
fq jp the partnership. In. compliance with the 
enemy act the company reported -to the Federal... 

of Rohm and the govt stepped In, K not 


was 



at R 

h-d. 


arrangement 
the - prof its 
R&H was * incorporated, 
of Haas as trustee 
*^radingwith the 
Government the interest 

- saying how., but hoping I would say nothing about* this ” ancient 
yHlstory”. He estimated R’ 


interest at about 40 %■, maybe more. 
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''said it was sold after the war by thepovt, ete., substantially 
Willis said It, except he 


as Willis said It, 

Council rathejxJiian_ 

company, mol^&sWi.llis said, 
AH&F. As of todyy, all the s 
directors or a few employees, 
Mr. and Mrs* Haas own most. 


:-aid it / was bought by Tanners 
American Hair and Felt. In a short while th@- 
b ought 


cir 1 st. owned 
except what 


ill the stock, back from 
by the officers, 

Mrs. Haas holds. 



Se-lbon-i 


Kelton knew all .this "because, after gradation from Harvard and 
Wo years of practise in Boston he joined the company in 1916, 
when It was very small. He has been with it sinse. .In 1920 - 

they bought all of Chas. Lennig except 2 .%, held by the Lennig 
family through Frederick, who died several yeard ago and whose 
interest is held in his trust, fund. (Some years ago Lennig signed 
the copporat'ion report to the secy state of Delaware The 
Lennig Cib. goes back to 1819. Theutpaid a lot for it, K. says, 
and adcLed some nice things about 'how old Mr.; H# refused to fire 
any of the L. employees /atilt he time, even pensioning those to 6 
old to work. ' 

Resinous Products is not a subsidiary of R&H, said Kelton. 

Haas and Kirsopp( former British Army Officer) own 70 %; • 
the other 50 % belonged to MX Chemischf— EJabriken, Dr. Kurt Albert 
A.©. Chem. Fab. put up not cash, but a .1 ot of patent rights for 
its interest in the corp. He ins is te^ they never, int®rfered in 
the affairs of the American corp, but finally admitted that Dr. 
Amann spent some time here at the time of the org. .of HP, because 
of his technical knowledge (In this connection, he said there 
are no German technicians at any of the plants). Mr. Haller, 
the director, died in December and hasnot been replaced. Of the 
other directors living in Germany K said he knew nothing. Kelton 
professed to know nothing about the holding of Chem. Fab. 's 
stock by a Luxembourg corporation. He specifically later dxenied 
an earlier statement of a relationship between this corp and 
Chep.Fa]}. At first he refused tom Si inde^ify this corporation, 
then said it was Chemie Holding A.G. , of which he said he knew 
nothing. Dividends paid on the interest of Chem. Fab. haven t 
reached Germany because of the executive order freezing 
Luxembourg assets in this country, he said. 

While at first K denied any connection of any sort with Germany 
he at this piint admitted the payment of royalties. To I.G. he 
said they paid no royalties, even though there were patent 

* nm ents by I.G. to R&H,-Ine. To Golds chmldjs they paid royal- 
ties on Tego, ■ but these were pifid "to the Hew York Corporation* . 
There were royalty payments, "small", to MI, but he didn t care 
to give, the sum, even. though I said the best way -to show how 
small they were was to give the sum and lelj, it be seen, as small. 
There. were no other royalty arrangements with German concerns. 

There were licensing arragaments, he. said. Plexiglas - was. 
licensed. With the .beginning of jf!the war E. said, he gave orders 
that the payments of royalties should be nothing but a. sum of 
money, that the previous designation, on soa» much of such and 
such, be discontinued. Thus, he said, no one from the state- 
ment of royalties, could tell what was being made or sold, esp. 
to the government, here. He mad© no effort to show ^ that there 
had been ho complaints by the Ger. concerns, nor did he syy 
that he had the right to deny them the knowledge of the basis 
for royalty paym ents. did say that they couldn't q ompute 
from the sum® what It was for. They are no so careful that they 
dont even send printed patents to Germany any more, but there 
‘was no explanation as to why they should, especially, since they 
are all available at 10$z! each at the US Patent .Office^ Mr* K. 
said he also gave strict instructions to the sales and export 
departments not to give any information of any sort in letters, 
this also a year ago. They are not even giving technical information 
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I asked Mr. Kelton if they sold to the British. H e said they did. 
In response to my questions he aaskaa- admitted-' large sales to 
Canada and smaller sales to South America, esp, of Plexiglas. 
When I asked how, under a license from R&H AG~, which had the 
rights only for the US, they could get rights for otiLer countries 
he launched* into a lengthy explanation which .could have been 
calculated to do nothing but confuse me, which it almost did. 

He also couldn’t explain why Bauer, obviously a R&HAG employee, 
asai&x assigned the rights to only the US to R&HA.G. In any 
event, he said, there were no complaints about their sales to 
SA , Canada and the British, and they were going to keep them 
up. He insisted this was not a violation of the license. He 
did admit that"We cant sell to Europe”, but insisted there was 
a large contract from the British government and the stuff was 
used on airplanes sent by us to the British. This,: too, did not 
violate the agreement. 


I a&ked if he knew what had happened to the R&H AG, which: had 
bfeen Rohm’s, after R’s death ( which, he conformed, was 2 years 
ago), and he "presumed" Rohm&s son ran it. He knew nothing of 
the story Willi§__gav© me that R went craxy before he died, after 
the Nazis elaiiS_ed his wife had Jewish blood. If W’s story was 
the case, obviously the kids couldn't run the factory . He 
said he also knew nothing else about R&H AG, and had no 
explanation for the large number of patent assignments by .them 
to R&H. The recent large assignment for $2 he assumed was 
but a bookkeeping detail, ajfc collecting in a lump all those that 
hacL already been assigned, and he said It had nothing to 
do ■‘with any anti-Hitler activity by the Ger. ,co. He admitted 

that the Ger. govt had to okay all pat. assignment's!. 


He beamed and haw and talked much without saying anything when 
I questioned him about the incorporation of RP, about the similarity 
between its powers and those. of R&H,. about the dummies, but finally 
came to this story: The corporation was set up to keep Ghem Fab . 
out of R&H, "a good thing" that there was no reason to cut others 
in on; that the dummies were used to eliminated the necessity 
for anyone making the ( arduous 30-mile) trip to Wilmington.. 

The dummies met the dftm© day theyr\ incorporated, iat elected 
officers and assigned their 10 s^fhj&s. He showed the minutes of 
thiis, turning the pages too fast for me to read them. ( * 1 ( 4 ^^**-*, 


During the whole interview, which lasted several hours, K. was 
worried and tried several times to get me to say what kind .of 
a story I was going to write. He assumed it was on plastics, 
and '.I didn’t disabuse him. I made no promises or commitments, 
except to say nothing about Haas ’s philanthropies or to identify 
K as the source on the nasty Standard Oil story. He asked me 
to see him today to get photos for which I asked him. He said 
he’d take me to Mr.- Green, who had charge of that and was out. 

H© also wanted to see a copy of thestory and I said I’d take that 
up with the editor. He declined to give photos to an office- 
boy imjithe ©vent I couldn't get there. 


